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Cashing Out Their History 
Desce~ of Slave Settlers 
Sell Prince Wdliiun Enclave 
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Base Plan 
Undercuts 
Sprawl 
Battle 
Region~ Leaders 
Criticize]ob Shifts 

The Pentagon's plan to move tena 
of thousanda of joba from Metro­
aa:essible urtJaa centers to CllllP»' 
es outaide the Capital Belt1vay will 
eracerbate the region's traffic, de­
stabilize the real estate market and 
flood alreadr' aowded acbools. local 
plannelldielected leadlra ..,. 

Whafa more, offidaJa ICl'08I the 
region saytbe proposal nms counter 
to more than a decade of deY& 
opment planning that hu been de­
signed to slow sprawl and focus jobs 
and housing near mass transit cen­
ters iD8ide the Beltway. 

"Ne remninghaa ever had the & 
pact that this one decision will have 
on our COlDIDUDity ••• and it is a step 
backward from a transit-oriented 
point of view,• said Gerald E. Qm.. 
nolly (D), the Fairfax County Board 
of Superviaors chairman, noting 
that the propoeed changes would re­
direct thousands of employees out of 
Metro trains and into their cars. 

Connolly was referring specifical­
ly to the Defense Depar1ment plan 
to move more than 18,000 jobs to 
Fort Belwir in burgeoning southern 
Fairfax, but other jurisdictions face 
similar challeoges. About 5,400 jobs 
could be moved to Fort Meade in 
Anne Arundel County and 3,013 to 
the Marine c.orps base at Quantico 
in Prince William County. 

llmetiuof al Qaeda figure 
aJ.Yemeai grew oat of 
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While Bethesda is poised to add 
nearly 1,900 jobs near the Metro 
with the expansion- of the military 
hospital there, 1D08t of the jobs 
would move from mban centers 

llarveilllmce inside Pakistan. 
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Wasbington Wizards' Brendan Haywood controls a rebound in a 
llecxlodofll>lllld playoff game against the Miami Heat. The game ended 

late for this edition. For coverage, go to ................ .. 
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Uzbek Troops ICBI 
Scores of Prvtesten 
Human rights groups say u 
many 88 200 people may haft 
died. Preeideotlalmn ~ 
aaid the U8e of fon:e Wll 

Dea'!8lll1Y to quell unrest. 
WGILl,A19 

There is CCD1e1B11 on the need 
to stop mass killinga in countries 
such u Rwanda ad Sudan. but 
DOW people need to figure out 
how to do it. 
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INSIDE 
F..._ of 'lntallpnt.Deslan' 
Phillip Johnson, a retired law profeseor at 
Berkeley, argues that evolution can't account 
for the enormous compleDty of living things. 
Many acientists beg to dlifer. 
S1YU,Cl 

To 116dty .... Beyond 
Can a band of true belie9era blast America's 
manned apace program out of low Earth orbit 
into a steDar future? ....... 

Pre-Show At the Movies 
Aa OIHCreell commerclalsl>ecome more 
prevalent, moviegoers are 'VOicing their anger. 
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TV Networks Try 
To Attract Asians 
And. All Their Niches 
By s. MITRA KA.LITA 
l'Glhinpln Post Smff l'rikr 

1be producers bad a warm, fuzzy vision for their 
Cbineee reality show: Expatriates return to the main­
land to nm, jump and perspire through mazes and~ 
stacle counea. Along the way, they discover home, 
themselves and the value of teamwork. 

The cable TV channel planning to show the pro­
gram wanted a alight modification: Martial arts en­
thuaiaats gather in China to fight each other, and the 
winner gets two weeks of study at the Shaolin 'Iemple 
under a kung fu master. 

Last week, House Films and AZN Tulevision parted 
ways, citing •aerious creative differences.• 

Such is the real-life drama behind creating televi­
sion shows for Asian Americans. Over the put year, at 
least a half-dozen Engliah-Jangua,ce. 24-hour cable and 
satellite networks targeting Asians have started or an­
nounced plans, such u Comcast-owned AZN and 
MTV's three channels for lndilD, Chinese and Korean 
immigrants. They are all damoriq to reach markets 
with large Asian populationa; the Wubin&ton region 
has about 41',000 of the nation'• 12 million Asians. 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

Aa competition intensifies, the networka have dia­
covered that the programming of yesteryear (think 

SuASIANS,A14, Col.{. 



THE WASHINGTON PosT THE REGION s 

FAMILY P!IOTO 

Frankie Peters Strother ilnd her husband, Alfred H. 
Strother, built their house at the Settlement near 

av TRACY A. wooowARO - THE wAS1t1NGTOH POST &alnesville about 1901. His father founded the 
Phyllis Wiiiams Powell, left, Maxine Thomas, Frankie Long and James Powell puzzle over an old family photo at the Strother house. community's Baptist church. 

amilies Cashing In on the Settlement's Development 
SE'ITLEMENT, From Al 

viction that they are being true to 
their ancestors' original purpose: to 

'de economic security for their 
families. 

The founders "probably wouldn't 
be very happy that the land was be­
ing· sold and great big houses were 
going on it," said Maxine Thomas, 
7 4, a descendant of an original resi­
dent who8e family has 15 acres un­
der contract with a $4.5 million 
price tag. 

"What would I tell them? Well, I 
would just tell them that we have to 
move on," she said. "We can't hold 
on to it forever." 

Old Homes for New 

The land deals that have conveyed 
than 160 of the 383 acres of the 

1=:
1 
Settlement mark the corn­

s death, but residents said its 
llJlisitory had already faded. The 

Inn dance hall, a hot spot that 
drew people from miles away, is now 
a small, quiet church. The general 
store is gone. Many descendants 
have moved away. They turned the 
old homes into summer getaways, 
then stopped visiting altogether. 

Still, it wasn't easy to persuade 
some of the landowners to let go, 
even for big bucks, said Carmen 
Amaya, a real estate agent who 
pulled together a pending deal for 
F.quity Homes to buy 30 acres from 
seven families. Fifty to 70 houses 
will be squeezed onto the land, she 

'd. Another development already 
undeiway will include 233 houses. 

Amaya said she had to do a lot of 
talking and, in some cases, begging. 

"They've had their land since the 
40-acres-and-a-mule era," she said, 
referring to Union Maj. Gen. Wtl­
liam T. Sherman's order that gave 
each free black family on the Geor­
gia coast 40 acres of abandoned 
plantation land and an Army mule. 

To some residents, selling their 
land for millions pays true homage 
to their ancestors. 

"They were aggressive people. 
You come from slavery, and what do 
you have? Nothing," said Loretta 
Martin Watson, 78. "I can sell my 
land. ... They allowed me that privi­
lege." 

In 1865, when those original set­
tlers arrived in Gainesville, it was a 
mere speck on the map, miles from 
the hustle and bustle of Washington. 
The land, owned by defeated and 

· now poor Confederate planters and 
yeoman farmers, was thin-soiled and 
scrubby. 

"The soil wasn't any good. In 
many cases, these pieces of land 
were woods," said historian Eugene 
Scheel. 

Yet about 15 families who had lit­
tle more than the scars of slavery 
and the new taste of long-sought h'b­
erty were able to coax enough wheat 
and com out of the red clay to build a 
solid community. 

Soon the Settlement boasted a 
church, a country store, two mid­
wives, a bordello and a reputation as 
a place where moonshine and deep 
religion coexisted hannoniously. In 
the community's heyday, Dulce El­
lington and the International Sweet­
hearts of Rhythm played at the mu­
sic hall. 

There were other black enclaves 
in Prince Wtlliam County, but few 
thrived as the Settlement did. While 
racism and Jim Crow laws blocked 
many African Americans from own­
ing property elsewhere in the coun­
try, the Settlement expanded to in­
clude holdings bought by the core 
families' cousins and friends. Rela­
tively isolated, they bartered among 
themselves without interference 
from whites or local government -
an unusual freedom that likely con­
tributed to the enclave's longevity, 
experts said. 

PRINCE 
WILLIAM 
COUNTY 
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Land was important in the 
South's agricultural economy, and it 
had special significance to former 
slaves. 

"Land was associated with the 
slaveholder, and the slaveholder was 
associated with wealth, and so 
blacks bought land," said Lucious 
Edwards, a Vrrginia State University 
historian. 

In the three decades after slavery, 
blacks accumulated land more ra~ 
idly than whites, said Vanderbilt 
University economist Robert A. 
Margo. By 1900, about 22 percent of 
black male heads of household 
owned their homes. 

But some all-black communities 
became targets of white backlash, 
and government policies deprived 
many black landowners of their 
property, Edwards said. One of the 
most common ways was to delay no­
tice of overdue taxes and then con­
fiscate the land, he said. 

The Settlement survived. Even in 
2000, when whites had begun to 
move into the Gainesville area, the 
Settlement was still 66 percent 
black, whereas the county was 19 
percent black. 

Walking Into Freedom 

In' the den of Loretta Martin Wat­
son's home in the Settlement, a 
small spotlight hangs over a painting 
of a white planter standing on a 
porch, holding a documenl Slaves 
are gathered around him. 

"You know what this is? This is 
the Emancipation Proclamation," 
she said. "He's reading the paper, 
and they're kneeling down crying." 

Watson's ancestor Eliza Brooks 
learned of her freedom as she and 
other slaves gathered around a 
woodpile on a Hopewell, Va., planta­
tion, or so the family history goes. 

"When they called them to the 
woodpile, they said, 'You're free to 
go.' Well, free to go where?" she said. 
"Eliza Brooks, she's the person who 
was the slave; the small children, she 
gathered them up and started head­
ing north." 

From Hopewell, Brooks found her 
way to the Settlement, and the fami­
ly sank its roots there. One of Wat­
son's great-uncles was the black­
smith. A great-aunt owned the 
country store. 

Even though they are selling the 
land today, the feelings Watson and 
her brother Marvin Martin, 7 4, have 
for it run deep. 

Martin, a retired printer who lives 
in the Settlement full time, said he's 
holding on to four acres. "I don't 
plan to sell, but money talks," he 
said, saying that he's going to wait 
for a better price. 

Watson, a District resident for 41 
years, sold three acres to developer 
DR Horton in 2003 but still owns a 
log cabin she built on her aunt Geor­
gia Barnes's property in 1983 as a 
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hilltop ranch house, she also plans to 
sell some property to a developer. 

But as residents pack and homes 
are tom down and new ones go up, 
Willetta Wtlson Grayson, 77, said 
she gets an odd feeling. 

"It's strange," she said as she sat 
in a dining room of Mount Pleasant 
Baptist Church. "It's something to 
look around and remember all the 
black people. Now, you look up and 
see white people." 

The church sits on Lee Highway. 

Whole families are buried side by 
side like royalty. Some graves have 
no tombstones, no names. They ate 
marked only by large rocks that, be­
cause of their size and distinctive 
shapes, somehow seem appropriate 
tributes to now-nameless freed 
slaves. 

The church and its cemetery will 
remain as a reminder of what once 
was. And there's one more remnant: 
The sign for the subdivision under 
construction by DR Horton reads 
"Hopewell's Landing." 

"I insisted," Loretta Watson said. 
The Settlement that never had a 

real name now has one as a tribute to 
Eliza Brooks's roots, she said. 

Clayton Powell and family members look through the century-old home. 

Most parishioners drive from out of 
town, and even those who live close 
by cannot take the scenic shortcuts 
through woods to the church. Those 
dirt paths, worn by the feet of their 
ancestors, have been replaced by 
houses and blocked by bulldozers 
plowing land to build more houses. 

The Powells hope to follow suit by 
lending their ancestors' name to the 
F.quity Homes luxury development, 
even though they worry that the wal­
nut tree will be knocked down when 
their 100..year-old home is razed. 

weekend getaway. 
Aunt Georgia, the family histori­

an, liked to survey the thick woods. 
"When I was little girl . . . she 

would say, That's a good house 
spot,' " Watson said of the place 
where she built the cabin. "I had 
promised her that I was going to 
build this house. She could have sold 
this land and lived a better life." 

But she didn't. Cherishing the 
land was an attitude shared by Aunt 
Georgia's generation. 

The Family Tree 

Alfred Powell, 75, recalled how 
passersby admired a walnut tree that 
still sits in the yard of the family's cir­
ca 1901 home up a gravel road off 
Lee Highway. Those passersby 
made offers, but Alfred H. Strother, 
Powell's grandfather, wouldn't 
budge. "Granddaddy refused to sell 
the walnut tree," he said. 

"That walnut tree has to be 400 or 
500 years old," said Clayton Powell, 
59. "That distinguished that proper­
ty." 

The fact that their grandfather 
wouldn't so much as sell a tree 
causes the family, which is now sell­
ing the land, some anguish. Six of 
seven remaining Powell siblings 
gathered recently at the Arlington 
home of sister Maxine Thomas to 
talk about the pending $4.5 million 
sale of 15 acres. They were jovial, re­
flective and guilt-ridden. 

The family can trace its ancestry 
to the Rev. Moses B. Strother, a 
founder of Mount Pleasant Baptist 
Church, who they believe adopted 
their grandfather, and to James 
Montgomery Peters, a runaway 
slave who fought with the Union 
Army. They have memories from the 
Settlement of picking blackberries 
and strawberries, getting eggs from 
hens, raising hogs and milking cows. 

In Thomas's sunroom, paintings 
of scenes from the Underground 
Railroad adorn the walls. They also 
keep photographs, newspaper cli~ 
pings and deeds, the latter holding 
more sentiment these days. 

Land sales and property values in 
the Settlement rose after a brief yet 
bitter fight in 2001 between the 
landowners and an environmental 
group that wanted to preserve the 
land as an African American heri­
tage park. The group's plan would 
have allowed the land to remain with 
the families for one more genera­
tion, after which they would have 
been required to sell it to the county 
for the park. The land never would 
have ·realized its true market value, 
residents said. 

"They were almost disenfran­
chised," Supervisor WS. Covington 
ill (R-Brentsville), who represents 
the area, said of the Settlement's res­
idents. 'Tm glad they're getting 
something for their land." 

Patricia Lightfoot, 69, considered 
an outsider because she moved from 
Fauquier County to the Settlement 
in 1966, rounded up her neighbors 
to fight the proposed park. She has 
made the Settlement and its history 

a personal crusade. "The major rea­
son [to fight the plan] was that it 
would prevent us from selling our 
land," she said. 

Although she plans to keep her 

Unlike its longtime parishioners, 
the church isn't going anywhere. 

"We got all these bodies back 
here," said deacon Nimrod Dade, 64. 

The cemetery is a history lesson. 
"Maybe we11 call ours Strothers 

Glen," Thomas said. 

D rates that can help 
your g~als faster. 

15-Month CD 

3.803 
Annual Percentage Yield (APY)* 

25-Month CD 

4.003 
Annual Percentage Yield (APY)* 
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